Master Gardener Board Meeting

May 16, 2008

Present:  Dave, Charlie, Anne, Barbara, Jean, Leanne, Judy, Pat

Guests:  Nelda and Jim Pressley

Speaker:  Kari Abbott

Kari came to update the Board on her activities.  The Environmental Education (E2)  program was selected as the national winner for the Natural Resources and Environmental Stewardship program for the world of 4-H, by The National Association of Extension 4-H Agents (NAE4-HA).  As a result, the State wants to send Kari to Indianapolis, IN.  The cost is $395 for registration   (4H to pick up travel, etc)   She requested the funding for registration from the Board.
.

The Teachers at DJ Montague are on board if volunteers are on board.  (It was noted that some interns are getting overwhelmed.)  Kari is managing the  Environmental Education (E2) program.

Kari also mentioned the availability of a 20K Busch grant to have a science Day fair at DJM.  The plan is to dedicate the picnic area to the retiring principal as a conservation classroom.  The book, Common Native Trees of Virginia, was mentioned as a good resource.
The question of partnering  with Master Naturalists or Native Plant Society was raised.  While MGs can do so, hours earned must be counted toward one or the other and not to both.
Board Action:  pay $395 for entrance fee (reserve funds) or other means.  Approved
Note:  Frank Messina was scheduled to update the Board on the CDR Gardening efforts; however, he did not attend the meeting.  Barbara gave an update.
Thomas Nelson Community College  - Leanne
A discussion of a potential garden for Thomas Nelson Community College  took place.  The College is scheduled to be complete in April 09 and the first classes will be held in September 09.  There are two potential sites for the garden.  Issues identified include: wooded terrain, water, size, buffer, how to use the garden (and resulting need for bathrooms, sidewalks, etc.)
Discussion included the need not to remove trees and hence to have a  learning forest,.  $ (75K) could be available from the school, but a  horticultural  program is still in the works – TN is interested, perhaps their idea is a healing garden.  The Concept of partnering with Master Naturalists was also mentioned.  
The Board agreed we needed photos.  A Field Trip was proposed on May 26.  Leanne will call TN to make arrangements.   

NOTE  SUBSEQUENT TO THE BOARD MEETING, THE TRIP WAS CANCELED, BASED ON ADDITIONAL INFORMATION LEANNE PROVIDED.  Until the June Board meeting,  this item has been tabled.
VMGA - Anne
Anne updated the group on MG College.  She mentioned that Leanne would serve as a speaker.  MGs should read the current issue of “In Seasons”. 

The Board agreed that interns who have completed their intern hours could  attend MG College.  

Board Action:  Offer one scholarship to be split between two interns.  Anne will call Edith Schoenig and Susan Giandomenico.  

NOTE:  SUBSEQUENT TO BOARD MEETING, THE ENTIRE SCHOLARSHIP WAS AWARDED TO SUSAN BECAUSE EDITH WAS UNABLE TO ATTEND.

 Reminder:  VMG memberships expire in May 08

Future MG General Meetings:  

June 08 

· Emeritus MGs will be invited; Pat will handle invitations and Leanne will provide certificates.  
· Dave – will contact Mary Liz Sadler   re: honoring interns

· Judy Hansen will be unable to attend.

September 08 

· Milestone hours will be recognized
· Article in N/L – ask Art to write article. (Hour awards given at MG College – another reason to attend)
Summer Coverage – needed?

Plant Sale  
Barbara 

Sale did not earn quite as much $ as last year’s but close, members loved propagation workshops, felt plant sale was better.  An article will be placed in the in n/l.  Barbara and Becky will not continue as chairs. 

09 Sale will be held the last Saturday in April 09.  It was noted that NPS has more high-end plants, makes more $.

Informal recommendations included digging plants earlier and coordinating  what you grow by providing a list of what you are growing, 
It was noted that the Plant Sale is a year long commitment.
Water Workshop

Good, over 100 people attended
Have photos which will be placed on the website when received.
Effort should be written up for newsletter – Larry Foster wrote a complimentary letter which should be placed in the newsletter.  DONE
Preparing for new board members


come to June mtg. 6/12/08

July - potluck 

Barbara will resign from board in July

Future speakers at Board mtgs.. – item deferred until new board – hold to 20 minutes.  However, Rich Strenkowski and Linda Lucas will be invited by Dave to attend the June board meeting to discuss the Water Steward program.

List Serve 

all Board members  can send messages
Judy will send new membership list to Dave who will update list serve and will send new board list to all members .  DONE
e-mail change of address – form letter will be developed – who is tasked to do this?
If Board member sends out a messages and gets a bounce, send it to Dave who will update the List Serve MG list.
MG 07 Hours Letter

Board Decision:  Buy stamps due to extension ofc. Cutbacks and send letter in paper form.  Leanne may need help assembling and stuffing envelopes.
CDR – Barbara

MGs are working with CDR board, meeting with parent groups.    Some efforts underway include self-watering containers, and raised beds in CDR center yard.  Team of several MGs and interns are working together, with 
CDR supplying translators.  Pat mentioned the possible availability of translators at Rita Welsh adult literacy center.
Incredible Edibles  – will have a display at all Farmers Markets

Eastern State lease issues – questions remain about extension of our present lease.  The lease document is not a legal document.
NOTE;  SUBSEQUENT TO THE BOARD MEETING, LEANNE WAS NOTIFIED BY EASTERN STATE THAT THE LEASE WILL NOT BE RENEWED AND THE MGS MUST VACATE THE WAREHOUSE BY 9/30/08. 
Publicity issues – The Board agreed that a co-chair was needed and that the nominating committee  needs to locate a second person to assist Laurie.
Dave will contact Laurie, nominating committee   regarding this matter.
Judy’s Report

· New Kent Gardens

Paul, Mary, Sue, and Jeannie will prepare an article for n/l   and will include information about  plant lists.  
Mary Mills will be a focal point.
Jean’s Report
· Busch Garden Greenhouse  Trip 


Very good – Art look pictures

· VB trip –  40 scheduled to attend.
J
· June  speaker will be  Randy Chambers who will talk about  water quality in WB – best and worst

· May mtg. – discussion concerning the presentation and letter to Cooks wrritten by a MG took place.  Jean will speak to Charlie Martino of Cookes.  Leanne will speak to Cookes about the performance of their employee.
· August mtg – Denise Greene will speak. 

· VIMS trip will take place on 9/12.
Discussion of Pending Items –   Secretary was not present and did not receive notes other than an updated Pending List.
Next meeting will be held on Thursday, June 12 at HHS Building.
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